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Save The Date: 
Thursday 
April 17 

 
 

 

NEW HOPE BEGINS WITH A SINGLE STOP AT THE 
PROJECT HOSPITALITY HELP CENTER

A sign at the door tells of 
 some of the help inside. 

Reina Ubaldegaray, director 
of the Help Center, assists a client. 
 

Photos courtesy SI Advance 
 

Hunger and homelessness can be averted when a family or individual obtains timely 
help to assist in stretching limited resources.  Staten Islanders can get such help at the 
Project Hospitality Single Stop Help Center headquartered at the PH Community 
Services Center at 514 Bay Street, Stapleton.  
 
Operated as cooperative program of Project Hospitality and the Robin Hood 
Foundation, those seeking assistance will find a multitude of services available in one 
place at the Help Center.  The staff, headed by Reina Ubaldegaray, will help a client 
determine what support programs they might qualify for and will then walk them 
through the application process.  People often do not know what benefits they might 
access and are too often intimidated by the forms and documentation required to 
receive those benefits.  The Help Center overcomes these hurdles that might otherwise 
leave families living on the economic edge, at risk of hunger and marginally housed. 
 
A visit to the Help Center begins with a free benefits screening that helps determine 
what programs a person should apply for.  There may also be referrals for services, 
many offered on site.  One can apply for food stamps, receive financial counseling or 
legal advice, apply for health insurance, or receive medical attention and HIV testing 
right at the Help Center.  The PH food pantry and soup kitchen are at the same 
location. 
 

The Legal Aid Society is on hand to help with tenant/landlord disputes, Social 
Security benefits, unemployment benefits, immigration, HRA benefits / fair hearings, 
and un-contested divorces. ACCION New York can assist with financial counseling, 
debt management, and credit analysis and repair.  The Jewish Community Center’s 
Community Health Insurance Program has an office on site to offer enrollment into 
Child Health Plus, Family Health Plus, and Medicaid. People can also sign up for 
Staten Island Health Access coverage. Health care services are provided under the 
auspices of Dr. Jordan Glaser. On-line food stamp applications are part of a pilot 
program involving the NYC Human Resources Administration and two nonprofit 
partners – the New York City Coalition Against Hunger and FoodChange. The 
HELP Center also hosts the College of Staten Island’s CUNY Citizenship and 
Immigration Project which provides immigration assistance to the island’s 
burgeoning immigrant communities. 
 

For more information about the Project Hospitality Single Stop Help Center or to 
make an appointment please call (718) 273-6737. 



NYC HOMELESS COMMISSIONER VISITS 
SI TO LAUNCH NEW STREET OUTREACH 

CAMPAIGN 

 
Commissioner Hess takes a moment to meet Hospitality House 

residents during break from street outreach activities. 
 

Homeless Commissioner Robert Hess took to the streets of 
our borough recently to directly engage chronic street 
homeless persons with Project Hospitality’s new “Street to 
Home” Outreach initiative.  Staten Island leads the city in 
the number of chronic street homeless persons who have 
been moved to stable beds and services since the campaign 
began this past fall.  In the last three years Project 
Hospitality has reduced chronic street homelessness by 
more than one-third (34%).  
 

STATEN ISLAND COMMUNITY RALLIES TO 
SAVE HEALTH CARE COVERAGE FOR THE 

UNINSURED 
 

For the last two years, through a generous grant from the 
NYC Health and Hospital Corporation, indigent Staten 
Islanders who do not qualify for any other public 
insurance, have received free primary care, specialty care 
and prescriptions.  The mini-grant program, Staten Island 
Health Access (SIHA), is scheduled to end on June 30th.  
While the new Community Health Center of Richmond, a 
center conceived of by Project Hospitality and birthed in 
July of 2006, can accommodate the primary care services 
of the indigent and uninsured, the end of SIHA  will leave  
extremely poor Staten Islanders without any access to 
specialist care or prescriptions,.  Other boroughs with 
impoverished populations can access their borough’s 
public hospitals for indigent care. Staten Island has no such 
option. 
 

The SI Clergy Leadership, an organizing project of Project 
Hospitality, met with HHC officials in January to negotiate 
a compromise that will preserve some of the services now 
offered by the SIHA grant to indigent Staten Islanders.  
The Clergy Leadership proposed both a low cost 
prescription plan and direct adult clinic services on Staten 

Island by HHC for tests and specialty care.  HHC officials 
will return to the table to discussion possible options with 
the SI Clergy Leadership this month. 
 

BOROUGH PRESIDENT LAUNCHES NEW 
HEALTH CARE COALITION 

 
SI Borough President James Molinaro addresses press 
conference announcing new health care coalition.  Gonzalo 
Mercado, a leader in the effort, stands to right.  
 

More than 100 Staten Islanders gathered at Borough Hall 
in January to join Borough President James Molinaro in 
the launching of a new Family Health Care Coalition on 
Staten Island.  Rev. Terry Troia, Executive Director of 
Project Hospitality, has been named as the Chair of the 
newly formed coalition. 
 

The coalition was formed by the Commission on the 
Public’s Health System (CPHS) in celebration of the 100th 
Anniversary of Public Child Health clinics in NYC.  With 
key funding from the United Hospital Fund and the NY 
State Health Foundation, El Centro del Inmigrante 
(formerly El Centro de Hospitalidad) was chosen by CPHS 
as the local partner for the Coalition. The work of the 
coalition is to celebrate and highlight the work of the two 
HHC child health clinics in Staten Island (in Stapleton and 
Mariner’s Harbor) and to work with the Staten Island 
community to formulate health care policy 
recommendations to shape the future of health care for 
poor Staten Island families. A series of special population 
focus groups, public hearings, and a street public health 
survey are among the tools that the coalition will use to 
develop its health care platform. 
 
 

TAX PLUS CAMPAIGN: Project Hospitality’s HELP 
Center has partnered with FoodChange to offer $10 tax 
returns through H & R Block from March 1 – April 15th.   
Families making $40,000 or less can have their taxes done at 
Project Hospitality’s HELP Center at 514 Bay Street on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 11 AM – 7 PM or on 
Saturdays at the Trinity Lutheran Church Soup Kitchen from 
10 AM – 2 PM. To register for this low cost tax preparation 
service call (718) 273-6737. 



HONOREES FOR COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP & SERVICE 
 

 
Msgr. Vincent Bartley 

 
The Hon. Vincent Gentile 

 
Judy Montanez 

 
Sharon Valentin 

 
Eunice Hodge 

Nearly 400 people gathered at the Shelter from the Storm Spring Luncheon on 
March 10 to celebrate Project Hospitality for its twenty-five years of service and to 
honor some of those who make its work possible: 
 

Monsignor Vincent Bartley of Saint John Neumann Catholic Parish received the 
Rabbi Marcus Kramer Humanitarian Award.  While pastor at St. Paul’s Church, 
Msgr. Bartley was at the forefront of ecumenical action in the borough.  He was a 
founder of a local coalition of catholic and evangelical churches in New Brighton 
and created an open door policy at St. Paul’s Parish for ecumenical community 
groups, such as the Dakota Group and the 9/11 Firefighters Widows Association.  He 
has served on the Board of Managers of the Staten Island Council of Churches. He 
opened wide Saint Paul’s doors to 9/11 families and to support firefighters during the 
rescue and recovery efforts at Ground Zero. In 2003 he encouraged St. Paul’s 
Elementary School to reach out to undocumented immigrant students to become the 
first catholic school with targeted outreach to undocumented immigrant Catholic 
students.  Since 2006 a new ministry to immigrant families has flourished at St. 
Paul’s on Sunday evenings with a Spanish-language mass, confirmation classes, and 
a food pantry and evening meal, which are sponsored by Project Hospitality, and 
immigrant services provided by El Centro del Inmigrante.  
 

New York City Councilman Vincent Gentile was given Project Hospitality’s Award 
for Outstanding Legislative Leadership.  As a supporter of Project Hospitality during 
his tenure as State Senator and now as City Councilman, Senator Gentile has 
supported Project Hospitality’s feeding ministries in both Stapleton and Port 
Richmond.  Most recently he has targeted city council funding to support legal 
services and civic education programs through the work of Project Hospitality for the 
island’s burgeoning immigrant communities. Currently serving on six City Council 
committees and various subcommittees, Councilman Gentile’s continued concern for 
Staten Island’s interests has been outstanding.  He is also a proud member of the 
Council’s Italian-American Caucus. 
 

Judy Montanez and Sharon Valentin were presented the Reverend Roland Ratmeyer 
Founders Award, named after Project Hospitality’s founder.  Ms. Montanez and Ms. 
Valentin, co-chairs of the Castleton Park Tenants Association, were honored for their 
tireless and successful effort to save affordable housing through the Mitchell-Lama 
designation at Castleton Park Apartments.  Removing these buildings from the 
Mitchell-Lama program could have meant the loss of 454 affordable apartments in a 
borough needing more, not less, affordable housing units. 
 

Eunice Hodge was presented with Project Hospitality’s Sophie Matthews Memorial 
Award for Volunteer Service.  An eight-year “full-time” volunteer at Project 
Hospitality’s soup kitchen and food pantry since her retirement from Citibank, Ms. 
Hodge is responsible for the food pantry’s inventory and re-stocking.  Working at 
least 40 hours weekly, five days a week, for the Stapleton-based food pantry, she 
“loves helping people and thanks God for giving her strength to help others.”  She is 
joined by another full-time food pantry volunteer, Robert Faria, who received the 
Bishop Ahern Achievement Award. Robert works full time as a coordinator of the 
Moveable Feast Food Pantry, delivering food to seven impoverished and isolated 
island communities each month in addition to serving daily in Project Hospitality’s 
soup kitchen. 

 



HUNGER ADVOCATES SEEK PASSAGE 
OF THE FARM BILL 

 

A report on The Emergency Food Assistance Program, 
organized by the Staten island Interfaith Coalition of 
Feeding Ministries and its coordinator, Rev. Will 
Nichols, Director of Communication & Community 
Outreach for Project Hospitality, and Beverly Neuhaus 
of Richmond Senior Services, was presented last month 
to the Staten Island Advance Editorial Board, which 
released an editorial in support of the Farm Bill and a 
strong Title IV Nutrition section to provide much needed 
financial support to local food pantries.   
 

The Interfaith Coalition of Feeding Ministries and its 
partners, the Food Bank for NYC and the NYC 
Coalition Against Hunger, joined together last year with 
Borough President James Molinaro to form the Staten 
Island Hunger Task Force which meets monthly at 
Borough Hall to tackle the issues of increased hunger in 
our community. 
 

 MOBILE FOOD PANTRY ADDS STOPS 
 

 
Rabbi Lester Polonsky, center left, with Rev. Terry Troia, at 
Temple Israel Reform Congregation after presentation of 
Mazon check for Moveable Feast Mobile Food Pantry.  
 
New funding from America’s Second Harvest, New 
York Community Trust, and Mazon has allowed the 
addition of new stops for the Moveable Feast Mobile 
Food Pantry.  Stops now include:  
  
 Shiloh AME Zion (West Brighton)   
 New Lane Senior Center (Rosebank)  
 St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church (Tottenville)   
 African Refugee Center (Park Hill)    
 Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel (New Dorp)   
 Cassidy Coles Senior Center (New Brighton) 
 St. Paul’s RC Church (New Brighton)   
 St. Mark’s U. M. Church (Pleasant Plains)   
 

For more information call Teisha Diallo, Program 
Director, at (718) 815-0800. 
 

 
Hospitality House children get ready to open gifts. 

 

NEW DORP HIGH SCHOOL HELPS WITH 
THE HOLIDAYS 

 

For many years the teachers at New Dorp High School have 
had a mutual gift exchange but it seemed the time had come 
to do something different.  School principal Dierdre 
Deangelis had the idea that the staff hold a fund drive to 
benefit a local charitable organization.  One of the teachers, 
Spencer Ellis, suggested that the recipient be Project 
Hospitality’s family residence Hospitality House, where he 
directs the Department of Education’s after school tutoring 
program for resident children.  Over ninety staff members 
and students pitched in and enough money was collected to 
purchase a 51” plasma television, a DVD player, a karaoke 
machine, board games, and other gifts.  As you can see from 
the photo, this was all to the great enjoyment of the 
children. The large screen TV is in the box in the 
background as resident children prepare to open some of the 
other gifts. 
 

We thank the hundreds of individuals and groups who 
make a special effort during the holidays with donations 
of food and gifts. Many thanks! 
 

Around Project Hospitality... 
 

 
The Rev. Terry Troia, Executive Director, with Julia McMahon, 
community organizing intern and daughter of City Council 
Member Michael E. McMahon and Civil Court Judge Judith 
Novellino McMahon.. 


