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Poor Peoples’ Dinner 

 

Save The Date: 
Monday 

November 17 
 

 

 

NEW GRADUATES STEP FORWARD FOR HONORS AND NEW OPPOR TUNITIES 
 

 
 
Richmond County District Attorney 
Daniel Donovan, right, helps serve 

dinner at the Recovery Center 
graduation. 

 
 

Graduates of the Prevention Program 
with HRA Commissioner Robert 

Doar, Terry Troia, and First Deputy 
HRA Commissioner Patricia Smith. 

 
                              Photo courtesy of SI Advance 

From the left, Peter M., Tracy H., 
Tony H., Danilo F., and Jack P. are 

among graduates of Project 
Hospitality’s O’Callaghan House. 

 

Over the summer, Project Hospitality celebrated three graduations for a total of 46 program participants who had 
accomplished their goals and objectives to move on to further opportunities in life and the community, including work and 
independent housing.    

 

 At O’Callaghan House, our transitional residence for persons with a history of recurrent homelessness due to 
mental illness and chemical abuse, eleven men and women graduated in a ceremony on July 9 at the Immaculate 
Conception School next door.  All eleven had recently moved into their own housing.  While at O’Callaghan House, they 
had learned to cope with addiction and mental illness as well as about daily living skills, independent living, and job 
readiness. Program Director Carol Talarico spoke of the program as a place where “people come to a new vision for their 
lives that’s hopeful, rather than hopeless.”  Valedictorian Tony H. summarized his experience there, “O’Callaghan House 
provided me with a safe and clean environment to recover. Once the drugs were removed from my life, I broke the 
negative cycle.” 
 

 The Recovery Center, our state-licensed outpatient alcohol and drug treatment program, graduated 22 participants 
during a ceremony on July 30 at the Project Hospitality Community Services Center.  Guest of honor and keynote 
speaker was Richmond County District Attorney Daniel Donovan who also helped serve the dinner!  Valedictorian was 
Lev T. who on behalf of the class expressed gratitude for the times the District Attorney had supported them at difficult 
points on their way to getting their lives straightened out.  Lev is presently completing his degree studies in the field of 
education. 
 

On August 22, Safety Counts, part of our HIV Prevention & Education program, graduated thirteen individuals 
in a ceremony at St. Philips Baptist Church. Graduates from the four-month program acquired skills to modify risk 
behaviors and to work effectively toward behavior change goals related to their substance use. Following participation in 
the program graduates expressed that they learned the skills necessary to change unhealthy behaviors and live a healthier 
lifestyle improving their quality of life.  
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First delivery of fresh produce from Cranberry 
Hall Farm at Project Hospitality Community 
Services Center. 
 

 
 
Farmer Daniel Roohr inspects the delivery 
as it comes off the truck. 
 

 
 
The sign that greets visitors to the garden 
behind the Castleton Hill Moravian Church 
parsonage. 
 

 
 
One of the plots dedicated to Project 
Hospitality at the Moravian Church Garden. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE FEEDS 
THE HUNGRY ON STATEN ISLAND 

 
Community Supported Agriculture is an effort to provide more fresh, 

locally-grown produce into urban markets and to help small farmers by 
guaranteeing them a nearby direct market outlet.  Just Food and United Way 
of NYC – HPNAP, have partnered with Cranberry Hall Farm of Cookstown 
NJ to provide fresh produce to five Staten Island food pantries, including 
Project Hospitality’s, this summer and into the fall.  The produce is provided 
at no cost to food pantry consumers.  Project Hospitality is the host site for 
weekly drop offs by Farmer Daniel Roohr of Cranberry Hall Farm.  The 
other food pantries then pick up their shares from our site. 

 
 In this form of Community Supported Agriculture, farmers gain some 
financial security, and are relieved of much of the burden of marketing.  
Farmers can continue to make a living on their land and, therefore, help 
maintain open land near metropolitan areas.  The program reduces consumers’ 
reliance on vegetables and fruit trucked across the U.S. and from other 
countries, thereby assuring the freshest possible seasonal foods.  
Greenmarkets are another aspect of this effort. Cranberry Hall Farm sells 
direct at the McCarren Park Greenmarket in Brooklyn. 
 

Just Food is a non-profit organization that works to develop a just 
and sustainable food system in the New York City region by fostering new 
marketing and food-growing opportunities that address the needs of regional, 
rural family farms, NYC community gardeners, and NYC communities.   
Through HPNAP (for Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance Program), 
with funding from the New York State Department of Health,  the United 
Way of New York City works with over 360 emergency food relief and 
community organizations assisting New Yorkers in need in all five boroughs. 

 
 The Staten Island Moravian Community Garden is another form of 
community agriculture. The garden is located on the grounds of Castleton 
Hill Moravian Church at the corner of Victory Boulevard and Todt Hill 
Road. The garden is dedicated in memory of Cynthia Garner, a church 
member instrumental in its development.  The garden includes pathways, a 
pergola, and benches, and is open to visitors. 

 
The garden grows organic produce for Project Hospitality’s soup 

kitchen and food pantry. In 2007, it contributed 835 lbs. of fresh produce to 
Project Hospitality’s feeding ministries.   The garden has thirty-five four by 
four foot squares. About a third of these squares are set aside for volunteer 
gardeners and about two-thirds are set aside for Project Hospitality.  

 
The garden provides space for people who might not be able to 

garden at home. In exchange for helping to care for garden plots designated 
for Project Hospitality, volunteer gardeners can have a personal plot to grow 
their own vegetables and herbs to take home. 

 
The garden is handicap accessible, with six of the plots in raised beds. 

By using the Square Foot Gardening Method, that incorporates high density 
planting, yield is increased and weeds are decreased.  Verticals are provided 
for tomatoes, cucumbers, and other running plants. Volunteer gardeners only 
need simple tools: gardening gloves and trowels.  New volunteers are always 
welcome! Just call the Castleton Hill church office at (718) 442-5215. 



DR. WILLIAM & JOAN FREDERICK, DR. LOUIS DESANTIS, T HE HONORABLE 
THOMAS R. & RITA SULLIVAN, AND THE JOAN & ALAN BERN IKOW JEWISH 
COMMUNITY CENTER OF STATEN ISLAND TAKE TOP HONORS A T PROJECT 

HOSPITALITY FALL DINNER 
 

 
Dr. William Frederick 

 
Joan Frederick 

 
Dr. Louis DeSantis 

 
Hon. Thomas R. & 

Rita Sullivan 

 
 
 
 
 

Joan & Alan Bernikow 
Jewish Community 

Center
 

Honors were presented to notable community advocates at the Project Hospitality Fall Dinner.  Over 300 people attended 
the event on September 22 at the Hilton Garden Inn, Staten Island. 
 

Dr. William & Mrs. Joan Frederick were this year’s recipients of The Richard E. Diamond Memorial Award for 
Exemplary Commitment to People in Need.  This award named for the late Publisher of the Staten Island Advance was 
instituted in 2004 in tribute to Richard Diamond’s long career in service to impoverished communities here on Staten 
Island and beyond the borough. Dr. Frederick, a retired surgeon, and Mrs. Frederick, a retired nurse have been active in 
supporting many charitable institutions on the Island. He was a past Board Member of the review board of the American 
College of Surgeons.  Currently, Dr. Frederick serves on the Boards of New York Community Bank, Richmond County 
Savings Bank and Richmond County Savings Foundation.  Mrs. Frederick served on the Boards of YMCA and Visiting 
Nurse Association. She is currently a Board member of the Auxiliary of Richmond University Medical Center. 
 

Dr. Louis DeSantis received The Les Trautmann Memorial Award for Outstanding Contribution to the People of 
Staten Island, named for the late editor of the Advance.  He is an advocate and activist for the underserved of the 
community he loves. Two years ago, Dr. DeSantis asked some of his patients to pay their bills to Project Hospitality rather 
than to him, yielding generous donations to the agency. As President of the Richmond County Dental Society he provided 
the leadership to direct the proceeds of its golf outing to Project Hospitality. Additionally, he met with the dentists of 
Brooklyn, from whom he collected donations in one evening, and challenged them to match the donation of the Staten 
Island dentists and dedicate the proceeds from the Brooklyn golf outing to PH as well. This past February, he brought his 
two high school aged children to Hospitality House, Project Hospitality’s family shelter, where he hosted a Children's 
Dental Health Day, providing all manner of dental related items as well as books, stickers, etc. for the children while 
teaching parents and children about dental health. 
 

The Honorable Thomas R. & Mrs. Rita Sullivan were given The Eleanor and Paul Proske Memorial Award for 
Distinguished Service to the Poor.  They have both been active in supporting a broad range of charitable groups. Judge 
Sullivan is retired from the Appellate Division, 2nd Department.  He was elected District Attorney in 1975 and re-elected 
1979. Judge Sullivan was an active member of the Bar Association and a member of the Board of Directors of St. 
Vincent’s Hospital.  Mrs. Sullivan was active in the St. Vincent’s Hospital Women’s Auxiliary and a bowling program for 
young girls living at Mount Loretto.  She served on the Boards of Bayley Seton Hospital, Project Hospitality and Snug 
Harbor Cultural Center.   Mrs. Sullivan also encouraged many of her friends to become active in supporting Project 
Hospitality.  
 

The Joan & Alan Bernikow Jewish Community Center, with Executive Director David Sorkin accepting on its 
behalf, is the recipient of the Distinguished Community Service Award.  The JCC is one of the most comprehensive, 
community based, human service agencies on Staten Island.  In recent years, Project Hospitality and the JCC partnered to 
bring significant health improvements to Staten Island families and children. For example, JCC provided assistance in 
enrolling people for children’s health insurance at the Project Hospitality office in Stapleton, and provided a Spanish-
speaking enroller at El Centro one day a week. The two organizations collaborate on community events such as health 
fairs.  They partner with the NYS Education Department to provide English as a Second Language and Native Language 
Literacy to provide tools needed to overcome educational and employment obstacles. 
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$1,000,000 worth of pennies on display at Rockefeller Center 
from citywide Common Cents collection. 

 

COINS ADD UP TO HELP OUR FOOD 
& CHILDRENS’ PROGRAMS 

 

Each year, school children across the city collect coins to 
help local charities as part of the Common Cents Penny 
Harvest.  To impress students on how pennies can add 
up, the Common Cents organization displayed 
$1,000,000 worth of pennies at Rockefeller Center 
during the winter holidays.  Between the money from the 
penny harvest and Project Hospitality’s own coinsaver 
program, Project Hospitality received $6,730, which is 
673,000 pennies!  If stacked on one another they would 
rise to more than twice the height of the Empire State 
Building! Those who took part to help Project 
Hospitality are Hungerford School, IS 2, McKee 
Vocational High School, Mt. Sinai United Christian 
Church, Our Lady of Good Counsel Church, PS 16, 
PS 22, PS 23, PS 26, PS 35, PS 48, PS 55, PS 57, PS 
179, Riverdale/Kingsbridge Academy, St. Margaret 
Mary's School, and the Staten Island Catechical 
Office. For information about taking part this year, call 
(718) 448-1544, ext. 165.  
 

������� ���	������� ���	������� ���	������� ���	 , the Newsletter of Project Hospitality, is 
published on a seasonal basis, and is available free of charge. 
Please call (718) 448-1544, ext. 115, or contact us at the 
address below, if you have any comments or questions about 
items appearing in the newsletter or wish to be placed on the 
mailing list. 

PROJECT HOSPITALITY  
100 Park Avenue 

Staten Island NY 10302 
Telephone:  (718) 448-1544, Ext. 115 

Fax:  (718) 720-5476 
 

Beverly Garcia-Anderson, President 
Reverend Terry Troia, Executive Director 

 

 
 
 

 
Pedro Meza receives his diploma from the PH Summer Literacy 
class, funded by Staten Island Foundation, from volunteers Jane 
& Robert Dockery. 
 

STUDENTS KEEP THEIR SKILLS SHARP 
DURING SUMMER LITERACY CLASS 

 

Over the summer 22 boys and girls in grades seven through 
nine kept their skills sharp at Academia Adelante 2008, an 
English language learners literacy camp held at St. Philip’s 
Baptist Church and made possible through funding from the 
Staten Island Foundation. In addition to the church and 
foundation, sponsors included Project Hospitality, El Centro 
del Inmigrante, and EyeOpeners Youth Against Violence.  
Teachers were Jane & Robert Dockery, volunteers visiting 
from Florida, and Father Martin Bahati, S. J., a volunteer 
visiting from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
 

 

SEEN AROUND PROJECT HOSPITALITY 
 

 
-- Photo courtesy SI Advance 

 
Tony Stovall, right, a PH Faith In Action volunteer from 
Clemmons NC, meets with James Capodanno, brother of hero 
chaplain Father Vincent Capodanno, while on mission trip here 
this summer.  As a Marine sergeant, Mr. Stovall, forever touched by 
the priest’s self-giving, had escorted Father Capodanno’s body 
back from the Vietnam battlefield where he was killed in 1967. 


